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Just as President Kennedy rallied the nation to dream big and 

set audacious goals 50 years ago, The Kennedy Forum is 

working toward lasting change in the way mental health and 

addictions are considered and treated. Our vision is a future 

where all persons are treated with dignity and receive the 

person-centered mental and physical care and support they 

need to thrive and achieve their goals; with a health system 

that fully recognizes that the brain is part of the body. To do 

this, we are working to break the silence and end the stigma 

against mental health and substance use disorders. We are 

focused on changing both attitudes and practice.   

 

A ROADMAP TO EQUALITY

>  End Discrimination and Stigma

>   Fully Implement Mental Health Parity Laws

>   Deliver Better Outcomes with Integrated, Coordinated, Quality Care

>   Advance Prevention and Early Childhood Brain Health

>  Leverage New Technology

WHO WE ARE

“ We stand on the doorstep
to make momentous progress 
in advancing the cause 
of this new civil rights
struggle started by the
work of President Kennedy 

over 50 years ago”

              — Patrick J. Kennedy —
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“I’ve been in ministry for 31 years and I’ve never seen or felt momentum 
like this. When you have so many people sharing their brokenness, it has
a profound effect.”  
                                 — C.J. Hawking, Methodist minister, Executive Director of Arise Chicago

  http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-patrick-kennedy-forum-illinois-met-20151129-story.html#

OUR REACH

$500K + AD VALUE

56 MEDIA PLACEMENTS

PRESS COVERAGE
2015 Chicago event:

EARNED MEDIA

1,000+ ATTENDEES 
50+ SPEAKERS

Video from 2015 Chicago’s event

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9y-
9PGFvY1RwU77nr4WOH0g

89,446,221 IMPRESSIONS http://thekennedyforumilli-
nois.org/media-roundup-no-
vember-2015-2/

 
 
 

 

ChicagoCBS
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4TH ANNUAL MEETING OVERVIEW

JANUARY 16, 2018, HILTON, CHICAGO

LEADERSHIP BREAKFAST  |  7:30AM - 9:30AM 

An exclusive gathering of approximately 250 top national supporters in 

business, policy, and philanthropy. The program includes an address from 

a notable thought leader and recognition of individuals and organizations 

demonstrating global leadership in mental health and addiction.  

COMMUNITY FORUM  |  10:00AM - 6:00PM 

The Community Forum gathers experts and innovators to ignite new ideas, 

build cross industry collaboration and inspire actionable results. The Forum 

is an invitation-only event free of charge attended by more than 800 guests 

each year. Attendees are from diverse backgrounds, industries and 

geographies, from youth to business leaders, celebrities to policymakers.

KEYNOTE LUNCH  |  12:00PM - 1:30PM
In the heart of the Community Forum is a keynote lunch that gathers Forum 

attendees for inspiration and a mid-day energy lift for mind, spirit and body.

CLOSING RECEPTION  |  6:00PM - 7:00PM 

The capstone reception should not be missed! This important opportunity 

to connect with attendees and speakers will include an uplifting surprise.

GLOBAL WEBCAST 

The Breakfast and Forum main stage are webcast live across the globe. 
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Benefi ts Chair Benefactor Patron Sponsor Partner

$100,000 $50,000 $25,000 $10,000 $5,000

Top sponsor billing at both the Leadership Breakfast and Community Forum ★

Representation on Kennedy Forum Illinois Leadership Council ★

Invitation to a special tour of the Kennedy Compound in Hyannis Port 
hosted by Patrick and Amy Kennedy in Spring 2018 ★ ★ ★

Table of 10 at Leadership Breakfast 2* 1* 1* 2 tickets 2 tickets

Table of 10 at Keynote Lunch 2* 1* 1* 1** 4 tickets

Community Forum and Closing Reception tickets 20 10 10 10 4

Formal recognition from podium ★ ★ ★

Name/Logo on invitation and on screen at event ★ ★ ★

Mention in all event media advisories ★ ★ ★

Prominent recognition on event signage ★ ★ ★ ★

Recognition in national and Illinois e-blasts ★ ★ ★ ★

Recognition on the website ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Recognition in the printed program ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

This incredible day begins with a Leadership Breakfast for top supporters. Following breakfast, our Fourth Annual Community Forum 
gathers celebrities, experts and innovators to ignite new ideas, build cross industry collaboration and inspire actionable results. The 
sit-down lunch features notable keynote speakers, including Former Congressman Patrick Kennedy. The capstone reception offers an 
opportunity to connect with attendees and presenters alike. More than 1,000 are expected to attend in person, with hundreds more 
participating via webcast. Continuing Education Units (CEUs) for Licensed Social Workers (LCSW/LSW) and Licensed Counselors 
(LCPC/LPC) as well as Continuing Legal Education (CLEs) are available.

ANNUAL MEETING | PARTNERSHIP BENEFITS

 * Tables with priority seating        ** You may choose to use your full table at the Leadership Breakfast instead of the Keynote Lunch.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE PROGRAM OR PURCHASE TICKETS
Visit https://thekennedyforum.org/event/the-kennedy-forum-annual-meeting-2018/ to purchase invidual tickets and to view the 
full program.
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In addition to table purchase and general sponsorship, there are additional opportunities for companies 
to be visible throughout the forum. We will work with you to customize an opportunity as well.

“WELLNESS ROOM” SPONSOR  |  $5,000
Branding on event signage, promotion throughout
the event

LIVESTREAM WEBCAST OF GALA  |  $10,000
Branding on webcast, website and all social media

HOSPITALITY SPONSOR  |  $5,000

Opportunity for product placement in gift baskets for 
each of our out of town speakers

SPEAKER SPONSOR  |  $10,000

Listing in the program book “with support from Company”

ANNUAL MEETING | SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES
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EQUAL ACCESS TO CARE

Americans with behavioral 
health conditions often have 
more diffi culty getting the 
treatment and services 
they need when compared 
to individuals seeking other medical care. 
Even Americans with health insurance 
face these challenges. The Kennedy Forum 
is working to ensure mental health and 
addiction parity laws at the federal and 
state level are fully implemented and 
that consumers know their rights and 
have the resources they need to ask 
for the treatment and services that are 
guaranteed under the law.

MENTAL HEALTH EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Gaps in fi rst responders’ capacity to 
effectively interact with individuals with 
mental illness have resulted in tragic loss 
of life and unnecessary incarceration,
in Chicago and across the nation. The 
Kennedy Forum has stepped up to assist 
the City of Chicago, bringing together 
local and national expertise to implement 
improvements in training, data systems, 
management, treatment options and 
public awareness — and engaging the 
community in civic dialogue to 
combat stigma and increase 
awareness about how to 
access emergency services.  

CARE COORDINATION AND QUALITY

The Kennedy Forum is working to 
advance evidence-based integration 
models that have been proven to achieve 
the Triple Aim of health care reform: better 
patient outcomes, increased patient and 
provider satisfaction, and a lowering of 
health care costs. At the same time, 
we are advancing signifi cant improvements 
in the quality of mental health care and 
patient outcomes.

WORK & IMPACT

INVESTMENT AND VISIBILITY 
OPPORTUNITIES ARE 
AVAILABLE FOR EACH OF THESE 
INITIATIVES. PLEASE INQUIRE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

STATE POLICY LEADERSHIP CENTER

The Kennedy Forum Illinois provides state and local policymakers, advocates, business 
leaders and the public with the information necessary to make informed policy decisions 
and investments in mental health and substance use disorder prevention and treatment. 
We help align best practices with the best possible policies and work with advocacy 
groups, the public offi cials and policymakers from both sides of the aisle to advance 
solutions that work for children, families, taxpayers and state governments. Mental health 
and addiction prevention and treatment is not a partisan issue—so we collaborate with 
a diverse and wide range of stakeholders to help craft policy recommendations that 
provide lasting economic and social returns. Our objective is to serve as a resource to 
state policymakers and advocates- not just in Illinois, but all states. 
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WORK & IMPACT

LET’S PUT
MENTAL HEALTH
AND ADDICTION
ON THE TABLE

#BreakTheSilence
#OnTheTable2017

MAY IS MENTAL HEALTH MONTH

www.onthetable.com/the-kennedy-forum/

INVESTMENT AND VISIBILITY 
OPPORTUNITIES ARE 
AVAILABLE FOR EACH OF THESE 
INITIATIVES. PLEASE INQUIRE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

COMMUNITY AND MEDIA ENGAGEMENT 
TO COMBAT STIGMA

Through innovative partnerships with 
the Chamber of Commerce, the Chicago 
Community Trust, The American Bar 
Association, The Archdiocese of Chicago 
and others, we have engaged thousands 
in community conversations, workshops, 
and discussions with experts and persons 
with lived experience.

PREVENTION AND EARLY INTERVENTION

An estimated 100,000 adolescents and 
young adults in the United States experience 
fi rst-episode psychosis each year, with a 
peak onset occurring between 15-25 years 
of age. The Kennedy Forum is committed 
to advancing prevention and early 
intervention in mental health. 

MONTHLY SPEAKER SERIES

Our speaker series takes place 
the fi rst Wednesday each 
month. Each month, we feature
a different speaker who has a 
unique perspective about or 
experience with mental health 
and addiction issues. Upcoming 
speakers include Director of the 
World Series Chicago Cubs’ Mental Skills 
Program, Josh Lifrak and Gillian Flynn, New 
York Times bestselling author of Gone Girl, 
Dark Places, and Sharp Objects.   

         

         

      



Michael J. Darcy
and

Lenore Holt-Darcy

Marilyn
& Ron Grais

The Irish Fellowship Club
Educational and Cultural

Foundation

Richard and Linda
Price

Beth N. Rom-Rymer, Ph.D.
President

Rom-Rymer and Associates

PAST SPONSORS INCLUDE



CONTACT INFORMATION:

KELLY O’BRIEN
Executive Director — Illinois

The Kennedy Forum
1543 N. Wells Street, Garden Level

Chicago, IL 60610

312.450.3456
kelly@thekennedyforum.org

THANK YOU

facebook.com/kennedyforum
facebook.com/kennedyforumillinois

@KennedyForum

The Kennedy Forum is a registered 501c3, EIN #46-5714524

Checks should be written to MHLI – The Kennedy Forum Illinois


